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You Are A 
Friend To The Friendless!



•	 The brunt of COVID-
19 hit the medically 
fragile and seniors the 
hardest. One-third of all 
US coronavirus deaths 
were people who either 
resided or worked in 
nursing homes. 

•	 Most stay-at-home 
Americans did not 
receive the basic 
healthcare they would have under normal conditions. 
Under the widespread shelter-in-place orders, 
America’s healthcare took a step backward.

•	 The coronavirus caused a huge disruption in social and 
educational services for children with special needs, 
placing an enormous burden on parents. Trying to 
work from home while doing 24/7 homecare pushed 
many families to the breaking point. 

•	 Lack of integration among public services meant that 
people with disabilities had no access to much-needed 
services or were completely overlooked. 

•	 The uneven triaging of healthcare services had an 
adverse impact on the chronically ill and elderly. And 
when people with chronic conditions did receive 
treatment, hospitals would not allow family members 
or personal care helpers to attend them.

We must do better on the "other side" of COVID-19. 
In the future, our leaders must not respond with a 
‘sledgehammer’ approach. It’s why our report, Saving 
Lives and Livelihoods: Recommendations for Recovery 
is so critical. Our Commission adopted a 5-phase plan to 
reopen America and combat the coronavirus. The plan 
is about empowering individuals, families, churches 
and businesses – the bedrock of America – to make 
informed decisions as we navigate our way through the 
post-COVID-19 world.

My fellow Commissioners 
enthusiastically 
responded to my concerns 
for the elderly and those 
with disabilities. Your 
Joni and Friends team 
and I were able to “Speak 
up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, 
for the rights of all who 
are destitute. Speak up… 
for the poor and needy” 

(Proverbs 31:8). This ministry is having a national impact 
in supporting people with disabilities and the elderly in 
the name of Jesus!

As we move forward, we must safeguard the vulnerable, 
the weak and medically fragile, the disabled and the 
elderly who are our nation’s heritage and who deserve 
our protection, respect and gratitude. I am confident 
that as our nation ‘puts to work’ our Commission’s 
recommendations, we will prayerfully survive and thrive 
in the years to come. And Lord willing, we shall see 
America at her best.

I want you to have your personal copy of Saving Lives and 
Livelihoods: Recommendations for Recovery. Download 
the document at joniandfriends.org/ncrc and share these 
300 common sense recommendations with your state 
legislators, mayor, city councilmen, and other decision-
makers. Together, let’s help America do better. And thank 
you for your prayers and gifts which help us champion 
the cause of Christ among our nation’s most vulnerable 
citizens… you are part of the Joni and Friends’ team and 
we couldn’t do it without you!

Read the full National Coronavirus Recovery Commission 
report at joniandfriends.org/ncrc

Back in March, on the first day of sheltering-in-place, 
my friend Kay James of The Heritage Foundation 
contacted me. “Joni, we want you to serve on the 

National Coronavirus Recovery Commission (NCRC). 
We need you and your team’s expertise to ensure that 
seniors and people with disabilities are protected in the 
next wave of coronavirus!” I jumped at the chance. 

Our Commission included national experts in medicine, 
economics, government, business, disaster relief, 
education and religion. “Decision-makers in all levels of 
government, including the White House, are looking to 
our group for guidance,” Kay explained. And guidance is 
desperately needed. Looking back, consider this… “ ”

You will not fear… the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 
nor the plague that destroys at midday.

PSALM 91:5-6

National Coronavirus 
Recovery Commission

“Yes, seniors are more at risk from this virus, but that doesn’t mean you can imprison them in 
their end years and deprive them from everything that gives them pleasure.” 

             Carol Healey, April 13, 2020

Commission meetings, held online, bring together experts from around the nation in the fields of medicine, economics, 
government, business, disaster relief, education, and religion.

“During the entire shelter-in-place, I could 
only talk to my 92-year-old mother 12 feet 

away as she balanced on her walker behind a 
screened window. It's so frustrating and even 
sad that just when our elderly parents need 
us the most, their care centers forbid family 
members to support them. Surely, as we 
move forward into future crises, there must 
be a better way we can serve and support 
aged Americans.” 
Lorraine Floreen, Camarillo, CA



“ ”
I needed clothes and you clothed me. 

I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.

MATTHEW 25:36, 40

You Live out 
  the ospel 
		     With Its 
			       Sleeves Rolled Up!

God is using you to deliver so much more than wheelchairs! When three-
year-old McKensley arrived at our Wheels for the World outreach in Haiti, 
it soon became clear that he rarely – if ever – sat upright. His body was 

so rigid from disability and neglect that our volunteer therapists took great time 
and care in massaging every muscle in his body before placing him in his very 
first wheelchair.

Disabled from birth, McKensley was unable to walk, so his mother and aunt needed 
to carry him everywhere. Including him in family life was an ever-present struggle. 
The fact that McKensley couldn’t tolerate the sitting position meant he would remain 
isolated and alone on the floor or in bed. His future looked bleak and despairing. 

But all that changed as our Wheels for the World team gave McKensley the gifts 
of therapy and mobility. McKensley received his very own wheelchair and learned 
how to sit upright so he could engage with his family and environment. And our 
therapists gave his mother and aunt extensive training on how to care for McKensley 
to help him maintain that sitting position. He may have been crying when he 
arrived at our outreach, but his face glowed by the time his customized fitting 
session was complete. 

As we shared the Gospel with his family, we learned that they longed to go to 
church, but were told they were not welcome – simply because they did not have 

“church clothes.” 

Because Jesus expects us to take these simple needs seriously, our team quickly 
responded by giving McKensley and his family the clothing needed to attend church 
and eliminating all barriers to a relationship with the Lord. “Belonging to the 
community of Christ has nothing to do with disability or clothing,” explained one of 
our Wheels for the World team members. “It’s all about the grace and mercy of God.”

With this new understanding of who Jesus is and the value of their little 
boy, McKensley’s family left with an entirely new perspective on life and hope 
for their future.

You deliver the Gospel with every wheelchair!

Our therapists lovingly massaged 
every muscle in McKensley’s body 
so he would be comfortable in his 
new wheelchair.

McKensley’s family left the 
Wheels for the World outreach 
with a new wheelchair, clothes 
for church, and the Gospel in 
their hearts!

COVID-19 Update
Haiti needs your ongoing prayers today. It is believed that the worst is yet 
to come in Haiti regarding COVID-19, as thousands of Haitians are being 
sent back home from the Dominican Republic. With no real enforcement 
concerning wearing masks or social distancing, our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti are facing a tremendous amount of fear and uncertainty. Yet through 
your support, our in-country partners were able to send hundreds of masks 
to local churches for distribution throughout their communities, and they are 
ensuring that the most vulnerable people – those who are medically fragile 
and have disabilities – will receive those masks first. Thank you for sending 
practical help and the hope of Jesus to Haiti!



“ ”I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.
JOB 42:2

Even when COVID-19 prevented our staff from 
traveling abroad, our international ministry 
remained strong thanks to your steadfast prayers 

and continuous support! Our in-country partners are 
faithfully sharing the love and hope of Jesus with families 
struggling with disabilities every day, proving once again 
that coronavirus cannot stop the love of God.

In El Salvador, Joni and Friends Regional Coordinator for 
Central America, Claudia Aguirre, has been leading our 
International Family Retreat for ten years now. Claudia 
became a quadriplegic herself when she was only 11 years old 
after she had a diving accident much like Joni’s.

When she was 12 years old, a friend gave Claudia the Joni 
book, and Joni immediately became her role model – 
inspiring Claudia to overcome life’s obstacles and share the 
love of Christ through serving others. And when Claudia got 
to meet Joni as our ministry began in El Salvador, “It was a 
dream come true.” God is using her to transform the lives 
of children and adults with disabilities all throughout her 
country through Wheels for the World and Family Retreat.

“People with disabilities in El Salvador are neglected 
and discriminated against,” explains Claudia. “But at 
Family Retreat, they learn that the Lord has a purpose for 
every life. We spread the Word of God to families like Andy’s.”

Andy was born without arms. Life was incredibly hard for 
him and his parents. In fact, Andy’s dad was so discouraged 
that he didn’t even want to attend Family Retreat with 
his family. But he eventually agreed to attend, and he met 
the Lord as he spoke to the other fathers of special needs 
children. And when it came time for the Talent Show, Andy’s 
dad got on stage and praised the Lord with the other fathers! 
His life and faith were completely transformed at Family 
Retreat. Now Andy’s dad sees the value of his son, his 
family and himself.

“Joni taught me that there is a purpose for my disability; to 
point other people to Christ,” continues Claudia. And that is 
exactly what she does all throughout the year through church 
equipping trainings and even by translating Joni’s radio 
program into Spanish so it can be heard on radio stations 
in El Salvador.

Thank you for serving children and adults with disabilities in 
El Salvador – during this pandemic and all throughout the 
year! You are making an eternal investment in the Kingdom 
of God! Through all of this adversity, you are showing the 
people of El Salvador that God is sovereign and faithful. God 

is using you to turn tragedy into triumph. In Claudia’s own 
words, “You are giving these families opportunities they 
could never even dream of.”

You can learn more about Claudia and our 
ministry in El Salvador by watching her video at 
joniandfriends.org/claudia

Thank you for equipping Claudia to do the Lord’s 
work in El Salvador!

Andy and his parents were transformed at 
Family Retreat. Thank you for giving them that 
priceless gift!

COVID-19 Update
Like everywhere else right now, times are especially 
difficult in El Salvador due to COVID-19. Plus, El 
Salvador has recently been hit by more than one tropical 
storm, leaving thousands of people homeless. “They have 
lost everything,” Claudia explains. “They are living in 
shelters. But even through this crisis and the pandemic, 
the Lord is opening doors.”

“We are learning to adjust to our circumstances,” said 
Claudia. “And many families with disabilities who have 
never attended Family Retreat are now being served 
through Facebook Live events. The Lord has given us 
more exposure so we can reach more families. And 
for those who have lost everything in tropical storm 
Amanda, we are working with the churches to provide 
food, clothes, and medicine for families who have none.”

“The special needs families here are from very poor 
backgrounds. They usually never have the opportunity 
to leave their little houses, but Joni and Friends donors 
make it possible for them to go to Family Retreat where 
their lives are transformed,” shares Claudia. And now 
under the strain of coronavirus and tropical storms, you 
are providing spiritual refreshment and the practical 
needs required for daily living. Instead of questioning 
God, people are accepting Christ as their Savior.



D isability transcends nationality, race 
and class – affecting one in seven 
people worldwide. In every corner of 

the globe, children and adults with disabilities 
remain untouched and are seldom spoken to… 
they are invisible, rejected and discarded.

This is the global epidemic that never ends, 
and it demands an individual response. 

That’s where the Luke 14 Project goes to 
work. Joni and Friends provides a wheelchair 
and the Gospel message that all people are 
fearfully and wonderfully made by God. He 
has a purpose for every life!

Together we can do more. Together we 
can be a friend to the friendless. 
Until his house is full.

Learn more at  joniandfriends.org/luke14

The Luke 14 Project
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Nancy Fisk
Carol McKinney
David & Barbara Schexnayder
Peggy Dempsey Swerdlik

JACKSON PAHR
Dave & Valerie Pahr

ANTHONY PANTER
Ralph & Penny Green

ROSE PARKER
Jennifer Hallmark

KIMBERLY PATE
Nancy Nettles
Jackie Rieder

JUANITA LOUISE 
PLAUGHER

Milton Plaugher
KYLE POLHEMUS

Darrell Boone
Jim Polhemus
Patricia Putnam
Roger Springer
Kimberly Stackert
Richard & Judy Stackert

DANIELLE LEE POLLACK
Ken & Pat Frenke

NICK & LORETTA 
POLYDOROS

Demetria Polydoros
RANDALL RAPSON

Paul Koehn
ESTHER ELIZABETH 
REED

Doloris E. Reed
CAROL R. REITER

Pete & Trish Shaffer
WILLIAM RENKEMA

Melanie Miller
Michael & Diane Miller

PARKE RESSEL
Kathleen Morris

BUFORD RINNE
Deborah Witten

JUDI RINTZ
Jane Albright
Theresa Chiodi
Richard Frerichs
Diane Groff
Frank Manning
Joyshop Ministries
Robert & Hazel Minnich
Patricia L. Pierce
Donald & Patricia Reed
RKL Certified Public 
Accountants
Glen & Kathleen Robinson
Carl & Josephine Smith
Brett H. & Cheryl Tennis
John & Virginia Toomey
William & Esther Wack
Judith Warfel

PAUL RUNION
Debbie L. White

DICK & DOLLY RUNYAN
Scott Taylor 

KARROL JEAN 
SCHEMMER

Kenneth & Karrol Schemmer
MIKE SCHNEIDER

Barbara Schneider
RACHEL JOY SCOTT

Demetria Polydoros
RICK SHELDON

Amy Sheldon
BENJAMIN CLYDE 
SHIRLEY

Deborah Yellowhorse
JO HOLLEY SIMS

Sue Cato
 

DOROTHY SHEPHERD 
SIZEMORE

Donna Sizemore
GENEVA SIZEMORE

Vianne Kent
MARION STIEF SLETTEN

Donald A. Sletten
MARY LOU BAY-SMITH

Joe & Deborah Proffitt
SHAYNE SMITH

Darlene Campbell
NORMA SNOW

Paul R. Snow
JAMES STACK

Ken & Carol Stack
JOSEPHINE STAGG

Julia Stagg
NORA L. STARKS

Lonnie Starks
HOLLI STARKWEATHER

Glenn Tucker
ERNEST LEE STEPHENS

Kenneth Stephens
BRUCE & LORENE 
STEVENSON

Paul & Karen Lott
DEBBIE STUMBAUGH

John Stumbaugh
HERB STUTZ

Eloise McLeland
CHAD SUTPHIN

Elaine Sutphin
GWEN THAYER

Steven & Karen Thayer
PHILLIP TOMLINSON

Douglas & Bonita Hansen
Arlyn Lomen
Viola Mikula

WITT URELL
Paula L. Haakenson

ADAM WALDIE
Joyce Jennings

CHARLES N. WALKER
Michael & Myra Penn

HELEN WALLACE
Martin E. Wallace

BEA WALLISH
Sheila Young

ELIZABETH WETZLER
David & Rachel Wetzler

REGINA WILLIAMS
Sherrell Jamison

SYLVIA A. WISNER
Mike & Linsly Brown

DANA ZIMMERMAN
Ken & Pat Frenke



100% of all profits go directly to support disability ministry!

Taken from Joni’s Glory to God painting, 
this elegant silk scarf is sure to 
become one of your favorite wardrobe 

accessories. Woven in rich tones of blues, teals, 
yellows and pinks, it’s an elegant, colorful gift, 
that will add a fun flare to any outfit! This scarf 
is the perfect accessory for any season. Your 
purchase from Joni and Friends goes directly to 
supporting ministry to children struggling with 
disability worldwide.

• 100% silk / Dry Clean Only 
• 25” square scarf

$26 
MS186

TO ORDER: • Mail order form • Call toll-free: 800.736.4177 
• Online: joniandfriends.org/store • Phone: Text ORDER to 818.707.5664

A Brand New Scarf Designed By Joni

Just For You!

FREE SHIPPING


